Why is the hike from base
camp to camp one on
everest so long?

By, Brayden Taylor
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The reason that the hike from base cam
nmaﬂ__o“m is the Khumby Icefall, The .omh__ﬁ “vm
illed with many dangeroy i
Sometimes the ice in this m_,mM””\MMm.x
make more crevices. Which is similar So s\”dom_
they call snow bridges. Snow bridges are
when there is like a really thin coat of ice ang
sNow over top of a crevice. Sometimes people
are able to walk over top of them without
inything happening but, sometimes that is not
ilways the case some people walk over top of
these and the ground collapses sending the
people into the crevasse. This area is so
dangerous that sometimes even ropes and

ladders aren’'t enough to save peoples lives.

The hike is long because of all of the Obstacles
in the way.When hikers come through this areq
they have to leave early for a reason, They have
to so that they have as much daylight as
possible and also they have to leave when the
ice under them is the most frozen. Because if
they left at the hottest part of the day they could
be risking their lives since the ice could start to
get softer and would move more easily. Another
thing is when they are on those bridges made of
ladders they are risking their lives while on them
because if one end slips they could just easily
fall into one of the cracks below them. Also when
there are avalanches it's not like they know what
is going to happen like with all of the other
situations. They have to take cover because
they cant see where they are all they see is
white and if they make the wrong move they

could be hit with falling ice.
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44 of the 176 deaths on everest happened in
the icefall. Of those 44 deaths 6 were from
evasse, 9 from pieces of the
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The 2014 Avalanche

In 2014 there was an avalanche in this section
were around 16 sherpas died while getting the
mountain ready for the climbing season.
Sometimes the sherpas are called ice doctors.
The sherpas help people up the mountain and
they also try to keep it as safe as possible at
the same time. The avalanche was most likely

1o be caused by ice falling off of the west shelf.
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On everest when ascending or descending
Ou are supposed to be clipped into the fi
ope at all times. Also When You are in t
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The width of the icefall is usually between
over half a mile and a third of a mile
Most experienced climbers tend to accent this i
section in a few hours but inexperienced
climbers tend to take 10 - 12 hours to ascend
this section.

Due to the khumbu glacier melting the
Everest base camp is lower on the mountain

than it used to be.

Scanned with CamScanner



